
RJ Reynolds PTSA Board Meeting Minutes  

December 13, 2021 - Meeting called to order by | Laura Neelon  

Attendees 

Laura Neelon, Cabell Edmundson, Betsy Keller, Stephanie Kennedy, Meredith Welch, Susannah Greco, Nicole 

Beale, Christina Kim, Calvin Freeman, Bridget Reynolds, Ashley Pearce, Sarah Stitzel, Pam Kirkland 

Call to Order – Laura Neelon 

The December PTSA meeting was called to order by Laura. 

Approval of Minutes from November – Laura Neelon 

The minutes from the November meeting were approved. 

President’s Report – Laura Neelon 

As a thank you to all the teachers before the holiday break, we have been celebrating our teachers during 12 

Days of Christmas – starting Monday, 12/6 and will wrap up on the last day of school before break (12/21). The 

teachers have been enjoying fun treats each day – from Krispy Kreme donuts, Chik-fil-a to candy, popcorn and 

movie tickets. They have been very well received by our faculty. 

Vice President’s Report – Stephanie Kennedy 

Stephanie’s Garden Club has selected RJR as their project partner this year. They have already contributed 

$2,200 towards a greenhouse at Reynolds. Weeds and Seeds is also considering a $1,000 donation towards the 

building of the greenhouse. 

The number of Reflections submissions was down more this year – after a drop in 2020. It’s a trend we would 

like to reverse this going forward and we’ll be working together to get those up. 

Principal’s Report – Calvin Freeman 

The Extended Learning Program - offering extra tutoring - will start 12/14 and will be offered Tue, Thur and 

Saturdays.  

Two new math teachers have been hired. Mr. Diskin – a student math teacher has now been hired. A second 

math teacher is in the final stages of the hiring process. 

We’ll be holding a A/AB Honor Roll celebration will be held on Friday, 12/17 at 11am. Since some students are 

at Career Center in the morning, we may try offer the next Honor Roll celebration in the afternoon. 

The Hall of Fame class members have been chosen and are being notified. 
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Treasurer’s Report – Sarah Seitzel 

Sarah distributed the current budget by email prior to the meeting. She has cut checks for all the 

reimbursement requests to date. 

Membership – Christina Kim 

We are currently at 254 members with $1,755 in revenue (vs. $1,500 annual goal). Staff membership is at 70%, 

up from 55% in September. We had our last new member in mid-November, so we may start the reminders 

again in January. 

Legacy Campaign – Bridget Reynolds 

We had a very successful Giving Week and raised over $18,000 during that one week. With 39 new donors, our 

2021 total is over $76,000. 

Tax letters will be going out in January to all the donors. 

We are also finalizing the necessary paperwork to be able to receive stocks for the Legacy Campaign. 

Magnet Coordinator Report – Pam Kirkland 

Our Reflections submissions are down this year, but we’ll be taking steps to improve that next year and 

forward. This year has been a tough transition year as classes returned to in-person fulltime after last year’s 

virtual classes. 

Pam clarified the confusion about a new logo for the Arts. We are not creating a new logo, but simply plan to 

add an Arts element to our existing trident logo.  

The paperwork for the Magnet Schools of America designation has been submitted. 

For seniors, cap and gown photo day is in February. Pam would like to celebrate the seniors on that same day 

and have some fun activities. 

The specific date has not year been released for graduation. This will be voted on in January, but we will not 

be repeating last year’s outdoor ceremony. 

The spring musical has changed to Heathers, but it will be a teenage version.  

School Tours – Susannah Greco 

We have completed 54 tours and will finish 15 more before the holiday break. They have been very well 

received. 

Building & Grounds 

The new picnic tables will arrive in January and will need to be assembled. 

Volunteers – Jim Sarfert 

Jim emailed an update regarding volunteers before the meeting. We now have 346 cleared volunteers.  
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Demon Pantry – Becky Ginn & Cabell Edmundson 

The pantry still has a good supply of food. We are purchasing 10 backpacks for now. A question came up 

about what we can do for the kids who use the pantry – during the holiday break. We’ll be looking into 

options to help those kids. 

 

New Business/Next Meetings – Laura Neelon 

The date for prom has been set – March 26th and will be held at Dash stadium. More information will be 

forthcoming in January. 

We’ll be holding registrations in February and Nicole will be looking for many volunteers. 

 

PTSA Board Meeting – January 10, 2022 

General PTSA Meeting – January 27, 2022 

 

Motion to adjourn was made at 7:00pm and passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted by Christina Kim. 

 

 


